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Pre-K Reading Skills Taught | Overview

Level One*

Phonics
Systematically builds from 
no reading to complete 
letter recognition and 
letter–sound knowledge.

 Spell child’s name
 Recognize A through Z
 Recognize a through z
 Learn all letter sounds

Comprehension  
& Vocabulary
Develops vocabulary and 
critical thinking skills 
through rich reading 
experiences.

 Read along and understand 26 nursery rhymes 
 Read along and understand 26 alliterative books
 Learn 255 target vocabulary words

Language 
Concepts
Introduces concepts of 
print conventions and 
reading readiness.

 Understand print (left-to-right, letters, pictures, words, text)
 Develop reading readiness skills

Phonological 
Awareness
Develops awareness of 
individual sounds in 
words.

 Match words that rhyme
 Identify the number of syllables in words
 Blend onset/rime
 Identify initial sounds

Pre-K Reading
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Pre-K Reading Skills Taught

Phonics
Unit Lesson
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Pre-K Reading Skills Taught

Reading Comprehension
Book Title Vocabulary Comprehension

The Apple Tree high, apple, tree, smiled, down Recall Details

Bluebird, Bluebird bluebird, through, my, window, day

Pat-a-Cake bake, cake, pat, oven, baby

Hey, Diddle, Diddle cow, jumped, moon, laughed, ran Remember Order

One Elephant Went Out to Play elephant, play, spider’s, web, enormous

The Farmer in the Dell farmer, dell, heigh ho

Ten Little Goldfish ten, little, goldfish, swim Remember Order

All the Pretty Little Horses cry, sleepy, wake, pretty, horses Recall Details

Mother, Mother, I Am Ill ill, doctor, nurse, alligator, purse Recall Details

Jack and Jill hill, pail, water, fell, tumbling

Three Little Kittens three, kittens, lost, mittens, naughty Recall Details

Mary Had a Little Lamb lamb, fleece, white, snow, everywhere

Little Miss Muffet tuffet, curds, whey, beside, frightened Remember Order

I Touch My Nose Like This touch, nose, eyes, mouth, head

Polly, Put the Kettle On kettle, tea, off, away

This Little Pig pig, market, home, roast, beef Predicting, Remember Order

Quack, Quack, Quack big, skinny, duck, feather, back

Little Rabbit rabbit, ear, turnips, carrots, bite

Eensy, Weensy Spider spout, washed, sun, dried, rain Remember Order

Tortillas, Tortillas tortillas, mother, father, brother, me

The Bus people, bus, up, town

My Valentine valentine, red, blue, drop, mailbox

Wee Willie Winkie upstairs and downstairs, nightgown,  
rapping, lock, children

Recall Details

A-hunting We Will Go hunting, we, catch, fox, box

Yankee Doodle Yankee, riding, pony, stuck, hat Recall Details

The Zulu Warrior come, here, Zulu, warrior, chief



4 OF 5 | www.waterford.org

Pre-K Reading Skills Taught

Reading Comprehension
Book Title Vocabulary
Andy’s Adventures athlete, acrobat, astronaut, actor, attic

Baby’s Birthday balloon, bunny, bowl, bottle, birthday

At Camp camp, canoe, cave, caterpillar, camera

I Go . . . dock, dairy, deli, dentist, dragon

Eleven Elephants eleven, elevator, exiting, tickets, envelope

Five five, fat, freckled, frilly, flying

Go, Grasshopper guppy, golf, goose, garden, grasshopper

Hair hippo, hair, hog, hyena, hamster

Who Has an Itch? iguana, itchy, inspector, infant, insect

Jumbled jumbled, jam, jet, jeep, jelly beans

Here, Kitty, Kitty kitchen, kickoff, kangaroo, kindergarten, kiss

Long Lewie legs, leap, lily pad, log, ladder

Magnifying Glass magnifying glass, monkey, mouse, mustache

New new, neighborhood, friend, school, same

Opposites tall, short, opposites, cold, stop

Pairs pair, arms, paws, spots, panda

The Quiet Book book, quack, quiet

Rascal’s Rotten Day rhinoceros, rainbow, rose, rash, ranch

Six Silly Sailors silly, sailors, sewing, socks, sea

Together toothbrush, tennis, tub, towel, together

Under under, lamp, blanket, shelf, rug

Family Vacation van, volcano, view, visit, vacation

Watch the Woolly Worm watch, worm, wiggle, weave, wings

Rex Is in a Fix X-ray, ax, sax, Tyrannosaurus rex, fix

Yummy yummy, cheese, lemons, bananas, yesterday

The Zebra zoo, zebra, zigzag, stripes, zippers
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Pre-K Reading Skills Taught

Language Concepts
Lessons
Print Directionality

Distinguish Letters from Other Symbols

Letters Make Words

Print Concepts

Opposites

Sort

Phonological Awareness
Lessons
Rhyme

Syllable

Blending Onset/Rime

Initial Sound


